THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

supporting his request, he marched in person against the
Rana, who submitted with a bad grace, but with the gift
of many valuable presents, to the terms imposed upon
him. Amarji now expelled some troublesome Sindhis
from the forts of Devra and Khageshri, after which he
advanced against Una and Delwada, where one Sheikh
Tahir had been for some time giving trouble. These
two places being subdued, a Nagar Brahman, by name
Prabhashankar, was left to look after them, and Amarji
returned to Junagadh.

The Dewan's enemies now began to make more deter-
mined efforts to secure his overthrow and disgrace, and,
if possible, his death. He was feared on every side, and
no neighbouring chief knew when it might not be his own
turn to have to submit to the all-powerful influence in
Junagadh. Jadeja Kumbhoji of Gondal still feared for
his continued possession of Dhoraji and Upleta, and
Nawab Hamed Khan was made suspicious of his Dewan's
power, as his father had been before him. Meraman
Khawas cherished a thought of revenge for Amarji's
action at Bethali, and Rana Sultanji was ready to join
in any conspiracy against the man who had caused his
humiliation in the Barda Hills episode. Jadeja Kumbhoji
considered the time had come for a concerted effort to
be made to secure the removal of Amarji, and in A.D. 1782
the armies of the principal conspirators advanced on
Kutiana, where they began pillaging the surrounding
Junagadh territory. Amarji hastened against them and
advanced on Jetpur, where he came up with the Nawanagar
contingent. Meraman Khawas retreated across the River
Bhadar to Panchpipla, where he entrenched himself, but
Amarji pursuing him drove him back still further, and
gained a victory of some importance. As it chanced,
Manaji Gaekwad, brother of Fatehsinha Rao Gaekwad
of Baroda, was then in the neighbourhood, and Meraman
Khawas called upon him for assistance. In view of the
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